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I Stewardship News and Views 
 

          n this issue of Bountiful Blessings, the focus is on            

     Presence.  Regular attendance and participation with our faith     
     community draws us closer to God and to others, and helps us 
     become what God created us to be. Every time a new member  
     joins the church, the congregation hears him or her commit to   
     support  the church with “prayers, presence, gifts, service, and   
     witness”.  THEN… the whole congregation joins together to        
     repeat the same spoken commitments. What a perfect           
     reminder of the responsibilities of becoming a member of  
     Warwick Memorial United Methodist Church! 

Our Mission:       
“to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for  the transformation 
of the world.”    

Warwick Memorial United Methodist Church 
38 Hoopes Road * Newport News, VA  23602 

(757) 877-2270 * www.WMUMC.org 
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org 

Each week, at the end of worship, the acolyte carries a 

flame out of the sanctuary, symbolizing a challenge to take 
the light of Christ into the world. We are the hands and feet 
of God, present in the life of our community of faith and in 
the world.  Before you leave the church today, make a plan 

of a way to serve Christ this week and 
“Just Do It!”  Readers of this sentence 
are asked to call Zena at the church   
office and claim a $10 contribution to a  
K account of their choice. The funds are 
limited to 5 contributions and the source 
is anonymous.  

1 Corinthians 12:12-13a (NRSV) 

12 
For just as the body is one and has many      

members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 

13 
For in   

the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. 

The Church is the Body of Christ. We are  
part of it by loving each other, serving as  
volunteers, and reaching out beyond our 
doors to witness to the world.  Some of the               
organized, planned ministries of the church 
are obvious opportunities.  Often not       
noticed are those who quietly bless others: 
Sunday School teachers, our church bus 
drivers, the members who beautify the 
grounds, those who build and fix things, 
volunteers who assist with taxes, our 
church librarians, choir members, and 
many, many others. These people are   
present in our church’s life and actively 
joining in a partnership with God in doing 
His work. 

During the recent Ministry 

Fair, Ann Barley was     

talking to  people about 

how they can help with 

Vacation Bible School.  If 

you are interested in    

participating in a ministry, 

contact the Church office. 

Some people think "church" happens only on Sundays. We at Warwick Memorial UMC 

think that living out what we believe happens 24/7!  



 The Wisdom of Children… 

Pastor Gina recently asked the children 
about what they do well and how did 
they get so good at what they do?  Their 
answers were to learn how, practice a 
lot, and love what they do. Similarly, as 
disciples of Christ, a passion for learning 
by studying scripture, practicing our faith 
by living it all the time, and loving God 
are essential to live into His purposes 
for us.  

Why Go To Church?  

A Church-goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper 
and complained that it made no sense to go to church 
every Sunday. "I've gone for 30 years now," he wrote, 
"and in that time I have heard something like 3,000       
sermons. But for the life of me, I can't remember a single 
one of them. So, I think I'm wasting my time and the    
pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all."  

This started a real controversy in the "Letters to the      
Editor" column.  It went on for weeks until someone 
wrote this clincher:  

I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife 
has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I 
cannot  recall the entire menu for a single one of those 
meals. But I do know this. They all nourished me and gave 
me the strength I needed to do my work. Without those 
meals, I would be physically dead today. Likewise, if I had 
not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually 
dead today!"  We thank God for our physical AND our 
spiritual nourishment!  

(source unknown) 

 

What Calls You to Warwick Memorial Each Sunday?  

 

10 different people gave 10 different answers! 

“I need to feel re-involved in the church family after being absent while supporting my children’s 
organized sports” 

“My family is blessed and we believe in giving back to God’s purposes”  

“As a senior, I want to remain active in church” 

“I found a circle of friends who are caring and loving”  

“I want to be in relationship with God”  

“I love the music and the message”   

“This church is part of my life” 

“My church family cares” 

“I feel accepted here” 

 “Returning to church replaced the missing piece in my life”    

1 Corinthians 12:24b-26 (NRSV) 24bGod has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to 
the inferior member, 25 that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members 
may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together with 
it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.  

 


